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Assumption:  Racial variation driven Assumption:  Racial variation driven 
by immigrationby immigration

Source: Clark, Glick, & Bures (2009)



GoalsGoals

nn Why immigration is critical for the study of Why immigration is critical for the study of 
racial and class variation in family change and racial and class variation in family change and 
stability.stability.

nn New substantive issues about immigrant and New substantive issues about immigrant and 
ethnoethno--racial variation in family instability and racial variation in family instability and 
change.change.

nn Key data needs and measurement issues for the Key data needs and measurement issues for the 
next generation of family research.next generation of family research.



Point 1: Why Immigration is Critical Point 1: Why Immigration is Critical 

nn Extraordinary recent growth of nonExtraordinary recent growth of non --European European 
immigrant populationsimmigrant populations

nn High immigrant fertilityHigh immigrant fertility

nn The geographic spread of immigrantsThe geographic spread of immigrants



Growth of new immigrant Growth of new immigrant 
populationspopulations





Source: Johnson & Lichter 2008



Fertility: SecondFertility: Second--order effect of order effect of 
immigrationimmigration



Source: Johnson & Lichter 2010





Geographic dispersionGeographic dispersion



Source: Johnson & Lichter 2008





Issue 2:  New Substantive Issues on Issue 2:  New Substantive Issues on 
Immigrant and EthnoImmigrant and Ethno--racial Variationracial Variation



Starting Point:  
Family structure and change are NOT 
determinative of racio-ethnic variation in 
poverty





EthnoEthno--racial Variationracial Variation
nn Marriage Marriage 

nn Mexicans marry earlier and blacks later than whites (Raley & SweMexicans marry earlier and blacks later than whites (Raley & Swe eney eney 
2009)2009)

nn Asian and Hispanic endogamy increasing (Lichter et al. 2010)Asian and Hispanic endogamy increasing (Lichter et al. 2010)

nn CohabitationCohabitation
nn Increases over immigrant generation (Brown et al. 2008)Increases over immigrant generation (Brown et al. 2008)
nn Latinas less likely than whites to transition to marriage (LichLatinas less likely than whites to transition to marriage (Lichter et al. ter et al. 

2006)2006)

nn Disruption & divorceDisruption & divorce
nn Immigrants have lower dissolution/divorce rates  Immigrants have lower dissolution/divorce rates  

nn FertilityFertility
nn Declines over generation among Hispanics (Parrado & Morgan 2008)Declines over generation among Hispanics (Parrado & Morgan 2008)
nn Nonmarital fertility lowest among immigrants (DeLeone et al. 200Nonmarital fertility lowest among immigrants (DeLeone et al. 2009)9)



Source: Hernandez 2004





Other Key IssuesOther Key Issues

nn Extended families and Extended families and ““doubling updoubling up””
nn Transnational familiesTransnational families
nn Interracial and intraracial marriage and childbearingInterracial and intraracial marriage and childbearing
nn Structural cultural variations in family structure and Structural cultural variations in family structure and 

processes processes (Jimenez 2009)(Jimenez 2009)

nn Parenting practices and child outcomesParenting practices and child outcomes
nn School and neighborhood context (e.g., bilingual School and neighborhood context (e.g., bilingual 

education, parental involvement, translation, identity education, parental involvement, translation, identity 
formation)formation)

nn Neighborhood segregation of immigrants (enclaves)Neighborhood segregation of immigrants (enclaves)



Issues 3:  Critical Data NeedsIssues 3:  Critical Data Needs

nn Omnibus national longitudinal surveys (i.e., Omnibus national longitudinal surveys (i.e., 
NSFG or NLSY or PSID) often lack sufficient NSFG or NLSY or PSID) often lack sufficient 
cases (i.e., need for oversampling of immigrants)cases (i.e., need for oversampling of immigrants)

nn CrossCross--sectional studiessectional studies
nn Census data emphasizes stocks rather than flowsCensus data emphasizes stocks rather than flows
nn Small n studies of specific immigrant groups are Small n studies of specific immigrant groups are 

often idiosyncratic (noncumulative and often idiosyncratic (noncumulative and 
noncomparative)noncomparative)

nn Retrospective data lacks covariates for modelingRetrospective data lacks covariates for modeling



nn Critical measurement needs:Critical measurement needs:
nn Generation Generation –– distinguishing 2distinguishing 2ndnd from higher generationfrom higher generation
nn Household rosters Household rosters –– relationship of each person to each relationship of each person to each 

otherother
nn Income transfers and social support within and between Income transfers and social support within and between 

households (remittances, etc.)households (remittances, etc.)
nn Mode of entry (e.g., anchor babies and mixed legal status of Mode of entry (e.g., anchor babies and mixed legal status of 

families)families)
nn Migration histories Migration histories –– links to specific areas/places in country links to specific areas/places in country 

of originof origin



American Community SurveyAmerican Community Survey
An advertisementAn advertisement



Measuring Fertility

nn ACS question on fertility (Women 15ACS question on fertility (Women 15--50):50):

nn Approximates a General Fertility Rate, i.e., Approximates a General Fertility Rate, i.e., 
(births/females 15(births/females 15--50) * 1,00050) * 1,000





Summing Up:  Implications for Summing Up:  Implications for 
Family ResearchFamily Research

nn Growing racial and ethnic diversity is here to stay, even with Growing racial and ethnic diversity is here to stay, even with 
highly restrictive immigration policyhighly restrictive immigration policy

nn Fertility (especially Hispanic fertility) rather than immigratioFertility (especially Hispanic fertility) rather than immigration will n will 
be a primary demographic driver of U.S. population growth and be a primary demographic driver of U.S. population growth and 
changechange

nn The new and uneven geography of immigration means that there The new and uneven geography of immigration means that there 
is a new patterning of assimilation and acculturationis a new patterning of assimilation and acculturation
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